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My Bretbren, 


Chooſe to take this Method of ſending ſome Advices 

to you before my Viſiratioz, rather than to ſpeak to 

you on a ſudden at the reſpeRtive places appointed for 

you ro meet at. But becauſe this is a new Method, 
theretore I think it not improper for me to give you my 
Reaſons for ſo doing ; Which are theſe. 


I. To make my own Duty and Buliueis more ealie to 
my ſelf, and the better to ſecure my Health and Strength 
which otherwiſe might be impaired and weakened in 7 or 
$ Weeks rravailing together, and performing thoſe Epil- 
copal Offices which are requiſite to be performed at the 
ſeveral places of Viſitation, fo that it may be expected 
ſome times to happen, that through wearze/s or other im 
aiſpoſitzon (the ſeaſon of the Year being uſually hot, and the 
places of Vifitation many) I may be hindred from ſpeaking 
fo much, and ſo fully, as I might otherwiſe be willing and 
delirous to do. Beſides, there is one particular Office, viz. 
that of Confrmation, which I delign to take the Oppor- 
tunity of performing in my paſſage from one place of 
Viſitation to another, at the "_ Towas that he in, or not 
far out. of my way, of which I intend to give timely no- 
tice of the day and hour, to the Minitters of ſuch Towns 
that they may be ready to preſent ſuch Perſons to be con- 
firmed, as are within their own, or their neighbouring 
Pariſhes, which will take up no little of my time and 


labour. 
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IT. But | have nat regard to my /e{f only in this Me- 
thod, but to yor alſo ; for by this means ſome that may be 
hindred from coming to the place of Viſitation, by Sick- 
neſs, or wery Old Age, or unavoidable and neceſſary Buſineſs 
and Attendance el{ewhere , may be acquainted with what 
I think fit to lay before thoſe that are concerned to appear 
upon theſe occaſions. Where theſe Excuſes are unfeigned, 
they are rea/onzble and /uficiext , and thoſe that are forced 
to uſe them, by having rhis Paper of Aavice'by them, 
may ſee what I have to propoſe as well as they might 
have heard it, if it had been ſpoken, and they themſelves 
preſent Bur TI hope that none, but thoſe that are fo inaiſ- 
poſed, as I now mentioned, will abſent themſelves. 

For as it is the Duty of a Biſhop to Yiſir, ſo it is the 
Daty of the Clergy to appear at ſuch Times and Places 
where the //7{7ration is appointed. Thoſe Pretences that 
cannot exc/e a Biſhop, betore God, and the Church, and 
his own Conſcience, from //:{:ting, can lefs excuſe the Clergy 
of his Dioceſe from ayp:ariug. A Biſhop may ordinarily 
alledge his 4ze, and the Izaiſpofition that uſually attends 
it, Debility of Body and Voice; The hazards of Health by - 
continual motion, it may be, in il] Weather , not conve- 
niently accommodated, and for many Weeks together {0 
that a Biſhop, eſpecially in this Dioceſe, that would ſtudy 
his eaſe and health more than his 0b//2ation, might colour 
his Omiſion by theſe, and the like Pleas, and ſatisfie him- 
{elf with being azzer at his own Habitation ; But the Clergy 
of the Diocele, except the very aged and d:ſea/ed, cannot 
in hike manner excuſe themſelves for their Omiſſion ; The 
weakeft may have Strength enough for one days Journey, 
without running any hazard , and ior the Younger and 
more hcalthful, which are the greater Number, they have 
to little to ſay in excuſe of themfelves, that one would be 
7pt to think thar their abſence proceeded either from 


Sloth, 


a 
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Sloth, or Envy, or Prejudice, .or, 1t may be, ſome Sciſma- 
tical or Political Principle, for what elſe can hinder them ? 
Nay, may they not propoſe to themſelves many things 
that may induce and incouurage them to come ? They may 
be preſent at the preaching of a Sermoz fitted and prepared 
tor the occaſion of tlieir Meeting ; They may have an op- 
portunity of ſeeing ſeveral of their diftant Friends and 
Acquaintance ; They may contract Acquaintance with ſuch 
as are but newly entred into the Neighbourhood ; They 
may oblige one another in ſtritter Ties of Brotherly Love ; 
They may animate one another in the taithful diſcharge of 
their Office ; "Ihey may excite one another's Zeal and 
Fervency in promoting the ſame common Intereſt of 
the Chriſtian| Religion ; They may dire& one another 
in the Knowledge of Modern Books and 'Trea- 
tiſes of Religion ; They may enter into combined Refo- 
lutions to detend the Church of England in its Dottrine, 
Worſhip, and Government , as it 15 eſtabliſhed , againſt all 
Parties that divide from it ; They may incourage one ano- 
ther zo oppoſe vigorouſly the Vices and the FaCtions of the 


, Age, and to advance Holineis and Peace and Submiſſion 
to Authority ; In a word, They may let this Atheifiral 


and deluded Age fee that they are unanimouſly bent to 
maintain the Doctrine, to purſue the Service, and t6 pro- 
mote the Honour of the bleſſed Saviour of the World, 
whoſe Servants they are and, whoſe work and bulineſs of 
reconciling Men to God they have avowedly undertaken; 
If the Clergy were ſenſible that they might atrain to theſe 
good Ends by mecting their Dioceſan at his Viſitation, what 
conſidering Man would abſent himſelt ? So that I hope the 
{ending of this Advice to be read, and to lie by you, will 
be ſo far from hindring you from coming to the Viſitation, 
that it will rather prevail with you to come ; and1 hope. 
that the ſerious and deliberate peruſal of it may be of more 

Uſe 
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Uſe and Benefit than a tranſient Diſcourſe ; for I have oþ I} | 
ſerved that ſometimes ſuch Diſcourſes have not been heard IN| ' 
by all preſent, either by reaſon of the weake/ſs of the Spez. IN 
ker's Voice, or the xo!/e and t4/k which may occaſiona ] 
happen ; or if they have been heard, they have been ſoon l 
forgotten, ſo that many profitable InſtruQtions have been IN * 
dropt and loſt 3 whereas, by this way, they may not only i © 

| be communicated to all, but alſo be preſerved and reviewed I * 

upon occation. 
And now having given you the Motives that induced me I} * 
to tranſmic theſe Aawi/es trom the Preſs , rather than to Ii * 
mention them at our Meeting, I ſhall proceed to hint ſuch 
Things, as by your kind and unprejudiced Reception of Þ| * 
them, may, with God's blefſing. make this Viſlitationuſk- I * 
tul for the Ends for which it is deſigned. | 
Which, in General, is to know the State of this Dioceſe, il 
to ſee how all Perſons behave rhenifelves 1n it, with reſpett 
to their ſeveral Duties either as Chriltians in general, or 
Miniſters in the Church of Chriſt, or Subjects of the Civil 
Government. For Epiſcopal Viſitation has an Eye both to 

* Jatru- the Clergy and * Laity, bur principally to the Clergy, to 

1ahiviri- Whoſe Cure and Condudct, in order to their eternal Salva- 

97.  ., 100, the * Laity are committed. . 

* P;pulym, IT Dis is a vaſt Puſine(s in this large Dioceſe, and requires 
great diligence, and application of mind ; and I have often 
been much concerned and grieved,that I want that «fi axce, 
of which the Conſtitution, and external Regiment and 
Adminiſtration of this Church has been provided ; I mean, 
The 4{ifaxce of Rural Deans, which Office is a part of our 
Conftitution, and 15 yet exercifed in ſome Dioceles of this 
Kingdom, but has'unhappily been di\uſed in this, (for how 
long time I know nor) to the great loſs and hindrance of 
Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtration. 


By 
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By the impartial and diligent Execution of rhis Qfice, the 
Biſhop might he caſed in a great part of that Duty, which 
is too heavy a Burthen for his own Shoulders ; 7 he Igno- 
rant, the FaCQtious , the Scandalous, the Negiigent ,. the 
Diſſenting, might eaſily be deretted in a ſmall Deanry ; and 
being ſigmfied to the Biſhop, or rather firſt of all and im- 
mediately to the Arch-aeacon, might be timely and duely 
corrected, and reformed ; For the Arch-deacon johabiting 
within his Arch-deaconry, as it 1s molt proper, might eafily 
be reforred to upon occaſion, and ſo Hear ard Amend 
many Faults, which miglic be brought to him by tbe Raral 
Dean, without Application to the Biſhop. 

If a Biſhop of this extenſive Dioceſe was provided of 
ive and taithtul Perfons in the ſeveral Deanries, which 
retain the name yet, his Buſineſs might be menageable, 
nd his Authority and Government ulctul , wu hereas for 
want of theie, no Biſhop here can do fo much and fo well 
as he might be willing and glad to Uo. 

but in the defect oi theſe 4fftazces, it is in your Power, . 
My Brethren, to give me caſe and fatisfaQtion in my weak 
Endeavours. If you would do what _ have declared, 
and promiſed, and reſolved to do in the preſence of God 
and the Congregation at your Ordination, it would dif. 
charge me of a great deal of care and trouble. 

Where there is a formed and ſettled Church, as this of 
the Church of Exglazd is, with known Rules and Meaſures 
by which the Clergy are bound to exerciſe their Miniftrh, 
me would think, it Mea were ſincere, they could not fail 
ia performing this part of rheir duty, for they cannot, or, 
t leaſt, they need not be ignorant of the Obligations that 
ae laid upon them, by the Laws of the Kingdom, and. 
the Canons of rhe Church, not to mention here the Ob/in- 
(#105 that they have Jaid upon themſelves; Bur it 1s roo 
rue that there is a Fa//are jn ſome Perſons as to the dif. 

charge 
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charge of thoſe Obligations, which if it be frequent and 
habirual can proceed from nothing but Prejudice, or Sloath, 
or Inconſiaeration, in all which there is a ſpice of Inſincerit. 
I know ſome will plead want of Health, and others an 
©bligation to officiate in ſeveral places for a bare Compe. 
tency : But one may caſily diſtinguiſh whether theſe be the 
true Reaſons,or whether their Omiſſions proceed from other 
cauſes ; To be ſure, they themſelves know; I with their 
Pretences were always ſincere ; However the unaccoun- 
table Negligence of ſome, and the Immoralities of others are 
the Subjects of the Biſhop's Trouble and Inquiry. If there 
were none ſuch, a Biſhop's Viſitation would be eafie and, 
comfortable. 

It would have been well if ſuch Perſons had been ſtopt 
at the firſt door, that of Oraization, but having been let in 
there, where the door was too wide, they are the Men 
chat make the greateſt diſorder and trouble within. If 
theſe Men had come fo aiſpoſed and qualified into the Mini- 
{try of the Church as they profeſſed themſelves to be, at- 
firming at their Ordination, that they 7ruſted they were in- 
waraly -moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon them the Office 
and Miniſtration of Deacons to ſerve God for the promoting 
of his Glory and the edifyins of his People ; They would 
behave themſelves after another manner ; whereas practiſing 
ſo difagreeably to that Declaration they made, they give 
occalion to the World to believe that it was a falſe and 
groundleſs Preſumption, and a fort of Lying againſt the Holy 
Ghof!; Or elle, that'if wy had had any ſuch good Motion, 
they have quezched it ſince by their unworthy and diſagree- 
able Behaviour. 

If ſuch Men would bethink themſelves and refleCt upon 
the ſolemn Profeſſion, Promiſe, and Vow which they made 
at their Ordination, it might be a means to revive that 
holy Fire within them, ( 1f it was ever kindled in their 

Hearts ) 
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Hearts) which: they have ſo lieedleſly extinguiſl'd, 1 
would for that reaſon adviſe them frequently and delibe- 
rately to read the Offices of Ordaining Deacons and Prielts, 
where they-may' ſee not- only their Works laid out and fet 
before them, with the! Dignity. and U/efalneſ5 of it, but alſo 
the 0b/igatiom they have laid upon themſelves to perform it, 
and if there be any {zgenuityremaining in them agreeableto 
their Liberal and Learned Education, any ſence of Goodneſs, 
any regard to the Love of Chriſt and his Church, any hope 
of reward for their due attendance to their Duty, any fear 
of the extreme Puniſhment that will certainly follow upon 
thenegleC of it, it cannot but affe&t them with ſhame and 
trouble, which would awaken within them fervent Deſires, 
and hearty Reſolutions, and careful Endeavours to diſcharge 
their Obligations for the future. 

And if there beany that have entred into Orders without 
feeling, or pretending to feel, any ſuch ſecret motion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, but ſolely for ſecular Ends and Advantages, 
however they have made a falſe ſtep at their Entrance, the 
may yet recover themſelves, if by ſerious and timely po 
tration, and begging the Aſi/tance of the Holy Spirit, (who 
preſides in, and takes care of the Church of Chriſt, and is 
ready to Co-operate: with thoſe that ſerve the Lord Jeſus in 
the Work of: the Miniſtry ). they, could be prevailed upon, 
out of an hearty ſenſe ' of their. Duty, -to apply, themſelves 
faithfally and diligently to the practice of it, according to 
their Natural Faculties and Abilities, the Improvement of 
which would. prevail with God to beſtow more and 

ter. Ly-1 #16, 
1 ſhort, the beſt and cmoſt proper Diſpoſtion for the 
work of the Miniſtry in the Church of chriſt is Simplicity 
and Sincerity of Heart. Diſpoſirion our Sayiour preterred 
in the Election of His Apoſtles, excepting only one whom 
lie choſe for a particular reaſon, Men thus Rag >= 
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ſerve their Maſter /Paithfully in all-Circumſtances, /and be 
the outward condition of the Church either Afi:ted ar'Prof. 
more they will betrue to the Intereſt of it, k»ow:ng hay to 

e abaſed and how to abound. Tf the Church of -Chriſt was 
provided of Miniſters fo qealified in all places, the Vititatian 
of a Biſhop would be no Burthen either to; himſelf of them. 
It was fo provided in the firſt Ages after the Apoſtles; 'And 
in the {uccceding Ages, during the time of rhe Apoſtary to 
the time of the Reformation, this Nation produced nat a few 
Perſons very Muſtrious and eminent-in this CharaRter; 1 
ſhall Co no wrong to many others to inſtarice 1n one parti- 
cularly a * Biſhop of this Dioceſs, who amongſt many other 
excellent Indowments, both natural and acquired, was e&& 
pecially remarkt for Integrity and Probiey ; This made him 
Magnanimous, reſolute, and fervent, in refiſting and oppug; 
ning the corrupt PraCtiſes of the Court of Row, altho itex. 
poſed him to rhe negletts and cenſures of that Conrt, not. 
withſtanding he was the gteateſt Man of Learaixg and &i- 
duſtry in that Age. | w 

* The fame Spiritand Diſpoſition began.and carried on the 
Reformation in theWeſtern parts of Chriſtendom in a won- 
derful manner, through many difficulties and hazards. It 
was indeed an happy Direct:oz of Providence that at the 
ſame junture, many of thoſe «pright and ſincere Reformer, 
were alſo Men of better Capacity and better Learning than 
the common Romiſh Clergy; and where Learnizg is joyned 
with Integrity and Simplicity there can be no better accont 
pliſhment for the Work of the Miniſtry.” The preſent Age 
abounds with many Helps and Afſiſtances of Learning, 
and the Church of England is providedof many Clergymen 
eminently Learmed ; F will nor accuſe any of want af Sim 
cerizy, but Fam apt to think, that if that was' generally the 
reigning and governing Dyſpeſitiez. in the Clergy, there. 
would be leſſer nec# of Inquiry. and Refoymation than I 
doubt there 15. This 
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This-would'make- them carifa! to obſerve the Vows and 
Promiſes they made at their Ordination ;; This would make 
ReQtors and Vicars tender of thoſe Sozls who are committed 
to their Cure at their * Inſtitution ; This would make Cu- 


rates Solkejrous for the Flock with which they are intruſted ron Arine- 


although they have not Inſtitution ; This would reſtrain all 


forts from the immoderate purſuit of Pl»ralities, and recon- Domino 
cile them to Reſidence, making it acceptable and delightful mmm: 


to them ; This would ingage all the Razks of rhe Clergy to 
be zealous and earneſt in regaining the Seaxced, and reclaim- 
ing the Vicious, and improving all.' This is that ſalt which 
not only preſerves the Clergy from Corruption, but alſo 
ſeaſons all their Performances. In ſhort, 'this makes them 
acceptable to God, and uſeful-ro the Churth ;' This there» 
fore is that Grace or Diſpoſition of Mind, which you ſhould 
beg of God to beſtow upon you, and uſe your greateſt In- 
deavour to acquire ; which if you be indowed with, it will 
appear not only in the Holinets of your Laves as you are 
Chriſtiarrs, but alſo in the Faithful: performance of your. Of- 
ices as you are Clergymen of it, this I ſhall make evident by 
inſtancing in the Principal! Offices which your Holy Exnits- 
ox does oblige you to perform. 

The firſt of which is Prazer, by which I mean the peb- 
lick Liturgy of the Church. To this you have proiniſed to 
conform, and ſubſcribed your Hands to that Promiſe ; as al- 
{0x0 the 2d of the 3d Articles mentioned in rhe 36 Canon. 
That the Book of Common Prayer containeth init, nothing con- 
trary to the Word of God, and that you your ſerves will ufe the 
Form in the ſaid Book preſcribed, in publick Prayer, and Admi- 
miſtration of the Sacraments, and none other, Does he make 
good theſe Subſcriptions who read, the Common Prayer ye- 
ry ſeldom, ,or not un order, or not the whole, but only ſome 
parts and peices, or if he do read the whole, reads it-fo ha- 
fih,. or ſo flizbely and awkwardly as that an unpartjal, Hearer 

B 2 might 
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might be apt to think thar he hadno good liking to it ? 
Whereas a Man that is fccere and in good earneſt in: this 
part of Religious Worſhip would be carctul to read it, * let. 
{vrely, * plainly and * diftinttly well remembring that le 
addreſſes himſelf, as the Mourh and Leader of the Congre- 
zation, tothat God who knows, and whorequires the Heart 
in all ſuch Services; He would alfo ule his belt Endeavour 
to read with ſuch proper and becoming Toxe and Accent as 
may beſt excite a:rention, affection, and fervour in himſelf 
and others. There is indeed a natural Indiſpoſition in ſome 
Mea to all kind of vocal Harmony, even to that which con- 
ſiſts only in theE/evation and Depreſſion of theVoice in proper 
placesand periods; I call them proper, not only with regard 
to the art of Muſic,” but even to the ſence of the Words ; 
But T ſhall not urge this further than the natural capacity of 
men will bear ; "Fhere is certainly a fly in voice and ac- 
cent, which they ought to make good uſe of to whom God 
has given it, and thoſe that want it, can only uſe their En- 
deavour to attain to ſuch a'degree, as to avoid at leaſt all 
groſs, abſurd, and ridiculous pronunciation. 

But ſuch as do not think this worthy their Labouring at: 
ter, I am ſure they cannot excuſe themſelves in zegletting, 
omitting,” or altering any part of the publick Offices; And 
though they read them-not with that propriety of Utterance 
and Accent which may promote attention and devorion,they 
ought at leaſt ro perform the Offices as they are directed and 
preſcribed, for nothing lels than this can Anſwer their Sub- 
icription, which will remain in che Biſhops Cuſtody as a 
witneſs of their Izſincertty. 

This is to be underſtood not only of the Offices of Morn- 
wg and Evening Prayer, { which it they could be daily 
performed in all Pariſhes would be of great uſe to breed in 
Peoples minds a ſenſe of their. dependance upon God from 
day to day ) but alfo all occaſional Offices, the Adminiſtra- 


tion 
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tion of the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, 
Matrimony, the Viſitation of the Sick, and Burial of the Dead, 
All theſe ought to be performed ſer:oully, ſolemnly, and deli- 
berately, and in the expreſſions and order in which they arc 
direfted, which can only ſatisfy the Conformity which you 
have promiſed. | | 

As to one of theſe Offices, that of pablick Baptiſm of | Tn- 

ants, I muſt adviſe you to uſe your utmoſt Endeavour to 
revail with your Pariſhioners to bring their Children to 
Church to be Baptized, and not feign pretences for ha- 
ving them baptized at their own Houſes ; or, if there be 
areal Danger, and that Sicknels, or other peed compels them ſo 
todo; If che Child live, you muſt not fail to admoniſh them 
that it is expedient (as the Rubrick directs) to bring the 
Clild ro Church afterwards. . This is a part of thar con- 
formity to the Litzrgy of the Church of England, to which 
you have ſubſcribed. 

I ſhall add one Word more upon this SubjeQ, which is 
the Obſervation of the Fafts and Feaſts of the Church 
which are directed in the Books of common Prayer ; the 
negle&t of which has proceeded, in ſome places, as much 
from the Miniſter, as from the People ; the Miniſter is to 
give notice of all ſuch Days, and why is that ? But that the 
People may know that ſuch Days being appointed for the - 
more than ordinary Worſhip and Service of God, they ought 
to forbear their Labowr and Work, at leaſt at the Hours of 
Worſhip, and repair to Church, where, if there be no Mi- 
aiſter to.officiate, to what purpoſe ſhould they come ? This 
i5an unaccountable Neglect and favours of /zſizcertty. 

Now from that part ot your Duty which: relatcs to God, 
2s you lead and conduCtt your Congregation in the Offices of 
Publick Worſhip, I proceed to that part of your Duty 
which relates to the Congregation, as you ate to teach and in- 
ſtrut them ; And this comprehends Reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Preaching, Catechiſing, oppoſing all Errontcus and Strange 


Dottrines contrary toGeas Word, uſing publick and private Mo- 
nition 
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nitions and Exhortations as well to the Sick as to the Poor withiy 
your Cures, as need ſhall pw, and occaſion be given. As jt 
is in the Offices of the Ordering of Prieits,to which fuch as 
are ordained Prieſts have promiſed to be ready to ao with ! 
faithful Diligence. | 

This is the DoQtrinal and Inſtruttive part of your Duty 
as it reſpets Men ; and the Rw/e of this Performance is the 
Holy Scriptures 3 for you have declared at your Ordination 
that you' were Perſuaica that the Holy Scriptures contain af 
ficieatly all Doftrine reqnired of nece)fity for Eternal Salvation 
through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and that you were determined out 
of the ſaid Scriptures to inſtruct the People committed to your 
Charge, and to teach nothing (as required of neceſſity to Eternd 
Salvation) but that which you ſhall be perſwaded may bg con- 
cluded and proved by the Scriptures. The Miniſters of the Gol. 
pel are the Miniſters of Revelation, as were the Prophets 
under the Law from Moſes rhe great Prophet till the ceaſing 
of Prophecy ; the ſtanding Revelation which God has made 
ro mankind is contained in the Scripture, which is therefore 
called the Word of God; and it is our Buſineſs to Srway, to 
Read and to Explain this ; I fay, It is our Buſineſs who are 
the Miniſters of Revelation and the Servants of Chriſt in the 
Work of the Goſpet. 

All Chriſtians indeed are bound to read and underſtand the 
Scriptures ſo tar as they are capable ; but all Chriſtians are 
not bound to read and to explain them publickly in Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies ; Nay, they are bound not to do it, unlets they 
be /eparatcd and appointed thereto by proper Authority ; be- 
cauſe our Saviour at the firft Founding and Erefting his 
Kingdom did ſeparate Men for this purpoſe, and did require 
ſuch a Separation to be continued o lopg as his Kingdom 
ſhould cantinue upon Earth, it being neceſſary for rhe uſeful 
Ends of Isftrution, and Order, and Peace, and Edification, 
and the Salvation of the Souls of Men. Now this Separs- 
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tion is made at Ordination, by which there is a general Au: * 7 the oz, 


thority or Commiſſion given to Read and to Preach the Gof. of ordering of 

, _ = . . -d4CO ” / 
a jel ; but not &\ ery where, or n all, or in any place, or at ;þ. be thee! 
| any tIMCcs, or to any Congregation or SOCiety of Chriſtians, Lc-n/4 by the 


is the Oda; : - 7 dn..ha"v and. Bibop bimje;s 
uty 3s the Ordained Perſon pleales ; this is Impracticable; and, tie off. 


the would occalion great Niſorder and Confuſion; But it is li- 0: Onke 
ion mite oO Certain * Conditions, of which Licenſing is one; & Prieſts. ";, 
; And this gives me occaſion to [peak of Licenſing to Preach, oa 
of which tome Men ae prone to cenſure as an unneceſſary Inms (ht: 5 121i 
” polition upan the Clergy; and here I ſhall offer ſomething, 7, *!9#arc« 
_ firſt concerning the Neceſſity of Licenſing, 2ly, Concern- TR 

a ng the Per/on who is to Licenſe, 


y. 
(. 1603. it appears, that all Beneficed Men were not allowed ;Canon \LLV, 
to be Preachers. [ take it that Beneficed Men are ſuch as have ficiati in Bene. , 


ace then a general increaſe of Learning and Anowleage, Yer Concer... 
{tl there is a necefity as to the obſervation of the C: n, dum non ad- 
1nd a greag Expediency, if is Was more! uſed, as to the Fegu- mas _ 
lating of Preaching, which, within the compaſs of our Own Concionato- 
(crvation and Fx Perience, has been made an 1» Kam, = -Sices 
Promoting Exroy in the Church, but alſ9. Sediriox haberi pro- 
and Rebelliow, in the Seate. ry curabit, &c, 
Now- if In{t it ation do not authorize Beneficed Men to 
Peach is their own Semefices.unlicenſed :; {o' that if. neither 
Ordination > nor [/titution glve. ſifficient Authority to 
teach, Lmean,i as to. particular Dioceſles. and bu 
\ 1 WitDOur - 
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without Licenſe, then there is a neceſſity of Licenſing all 
Preachers, P 


But if i& ſhould be granted that In#iration docs authorize 
a Clerk to Preach, it can be only in that Bexe/ice to which 


| * Juſlrument of he js Inſtituted, and where he has * curam Animarum Par: 


' Iinſtiturion, 


chianoruam, not in any part of the Dioceſs or Archdeacon- 
ry beſides; and therefore {till there is a weceſſity of Licen- 
ing, to enable Men to Preach in other Churches of the 
Neighbourhood, or in other parts of the Archdeaconry, or 
Diocels, as there may ſometimes be occaſion, by the Tempo- 
rary Supply of other Men's Cures, upon Ab/ence, or Sickneſs 
or Sſpenfion of the Incumbent, or //oydance by Reſignation, 
Deprivation or Death, which ſort of Supply an «zlicenſed 
Man ought not to undertake. So that it is very evident, 
that there is a Neceſſity, or at leaſt a great Expediency in re- 
quiring Preachers to be Liceaſca, 

IT.- As to the Perſon. who is to Licexſe, it is only the Bi- 
{ſhop of the Dioceſs him-/c/f, in which the Licenſed Perſon re- 
ſides. This as to Deacons leem3 very plain by theſe Words 
in the Office of Orarzation, which the Biſhop uſes'in the 
Delivery of the New Teſtament to the ordarmed Perlon, 
Take thou Authority to Read the Goſpel in the Church of God, 
and to Preach the ſame if thou be thereto Licenſed by the Pio 
himſe!f. Which I take to be the Biſhop of the Diocels 
where the ordained Perſon has a Tit/e- to officiate ; and 
therefore if a Biſhop of one Dioceſs, by vertue of Letter, 
Dimiſſory, ordain a Deacon who has a Title in another Dio- 
ceſs,” thar 'Biſhop, in whoſe Diocels the Te is, ought to 
grant the Licexſe, and not the ordaining Biſhop. + Bur that 
tor which I mention this,principally is, That theLrcexſe is to 
be granted by the Biſhop himſelf, which I take to be excluſive 
of any Officer or Sabſtitate. 

And as to Deacons, ſo alſo to Prie#s, as it ſeems evident 
by the xxxvi and xxxvii Canons. The xxxvi Canon _—_ 

Sub- 
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\ubſcriptioa to the 3 Articles before Ordination. The xxxvit. 
Canon Requires, that notwithſtanding the general Power gt- 
ren to the ordained Perſon at his Ordination, when he comes 
toReſide in wy Dioceſe, he ſhall not be permitted there to 
preach, &c, unleſs he firſt conſent and ſubſcribe to the ſaid z 
Articles iz the Preſence of the Biſhop of the Droceſe wherein he 
isto Preach, &c. Its ſaid in the preſence of the Biſhop ; It 
is not ſaid of the Ordinary, for fo the Chancellour of the Di- 
ocels may be, but of the Biſhop. This I take notice of that 
the Clergy may not be impoled upon, by falſe, inſufficient 
and ancanonical Licenles, as | know roo many are ; And to 
ſhew the great Care that the Church has taken, that the Bz- 
{bop of every Dioceſe, may know the Clergy of his Dioceſe 
their Charatter and their Abilities to preach, and be fatished 
of their Orders and their Converſation, which he cannot be, 
if Eccleſiaſtical Officers may grant Liceſes, eſpecially upon 
Squeſtrations of vacant Livings, and Supply of Carates and 
Letturers at their pleaſure. How can,the Biſhop tell whe- 
ther Men ſo Licenſed have Subſcribed to the 3 Articles men- 
tioned in the forecited xxxvi Canon, eſpecially if the Licen- 
ſer keep no Book of Subſcriptions, or make no Return to 
the Biſhop of them, as ſome do not ? Or indeed, how 
can the Biſhop tell whether ſuch Lricenſed Mez be ordained, 


. orhow they have behaved themſelves in the place of their 
laſt Reſidence? 


Where ſuch Power is aſſumed, any literate, corrupt or co- 
retous Surrogate may grant Licenſes to unordained, unquali- 
ficd, and infufficicat Wien, and rhe Biſhop never know it. 
Many ſmall Livings are held only by Sequeſtration 3 and if 
the Serving of the Cure, together with the power of Seque- 
ſtring the Profits be grantedat the pleaſure of the Surrogate, 
the Biſhop not knowing, unworthy Men may cafily get-in- 
toCuracys,and if they can but ſcreen themſelves at the'Times 
of Viſitation, they may continue undiſcovered. | 

C Thus 
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This 15 a Practice of very ill Coa/equece , tor Preaching 
the Word of God, comprehending as before-mentioned, 15 
not to be intrulled but to Ven well qualified tor their Learn- 
ing and K nowledge 19 the Holy Scriptures; And the Biſhop, 
who has the firſt care in this matter, ought to be ſatisfied that 
they are ſo, and particularly of Curates, whether they offici- 
ate by vertue of Sequeſtration in vacant Livings, or under 
Benericed Men, who by reaſon of their Aze or Sickneſs, or Ne 
ceſſary abſence, or being poſſeſſed of two Bezefices, ſtand in 
need of fuch Afiſtants. 


And now having ſaid thus muy as to the Authority re: 
quiſite for publick Preachize, and rhe due and legal Permiſſ- 
on of the Exerciſe of it by the Biſhop himſelf in granting Li- 
cenſes ; I return to what I hinted concerning the Subject Mat- 
ter to which your Preachize 1s reſtrained, which is the Word 
of Goa, This is that Storehouſe which contains all things ne- 
cefſary tobe bclieved and practiſed, fo that all the Arrzcles of 
Faith and all the Rates of Lr;e and Prattrce are to be drawn 
from herce. The Fazzamenta! Articles ought to be explain- 
cd carefully andevidently from proper Texts of Scripture, 
the Bc/ref of them being neceſſary to eternal Salvation; "Theſe 
may be handled conveniently, upon the great Feftivals and 
other Holy Oays in winch we cclebrate thoſe more illuſtrious 
parts of our Saviour's Hiitory, of which we profeſs the Be- 
lief as Chri:ars ;, But at all other Seaſons the prattical Heads 
of the Chriſtian Religion are the properelt Sabjetts for the 
Pulpit, and there is lels danger of miſunderſtanding and mif- 
repreſenting theſe, cſpecially if one read the Scriptures with 
that ſizcere and plain intention of which I have been ſpeak- 
ing ; otherwiſe many Expreſſions there uſed may be wrelt- 
ed to ſupport errox205 Opinions, and countenance evil Pra- 
Ciſes, as we have ſeen and itill ſee in the preſent Age. Men 
bring their Notions and Opinions with them'to. the ——_ 
rhe 
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the Scriptures, and then they will not ſail to find them there; 
and if they think they find ther there, they preſume they 
may vent themz openly and confidently, and produce that 
Holy Book to vingicate them, out of which it is much eaſier to 
confute them. 

God forbid that we ſhould take that courſe to Remedy 
this, which the Church of Rowe does, by locking up the Br 
blein a Language unknown to the unlearned, and to prohi- 
birthe Reading of it ; or that we ſhould draw ſo wicked an 
Inference from hence, as to ar2ue, or but thize, that becauſe 
lo many ſenceleſs, abſurd, and irrational, as well as improrms 
and b/aſphemous Errors have been pretended to be drawn our: 
of this Fountain, that therefore it cannot be the Mord and 
Revelation of God, but a corrupt mixture of humane TIn- 
ventions ; No, ſuch men bring their Poy/os with them, they 
do not find it there ; If they did partake of that Spirzr by 
which it was zzaired, they could make no ſuch ill uſe of it. 

Now this being that Boot which -you, My Frethren, are 
authorized to Read and to explain publickly, you ſhould not 
only ftudy it diligently, and with great caution and reverence, 
but with the like honeſt and ſincere Iztention which the ho- 
ly Writers had in penning it, conſidering the gracious End 
for which this Revelation was made by God, namely to re- 
implant his Iaze in men, conſiſting in Holizeſs and Parity, 
which was defaced by Apoſtacy, and rendring them capable 
of a better and more glorious Immortality than that they 
lave loſt. For this purpoſe the Law of God was given, and 
holy Prophets ſent into the World, and at laſt the Great Pro- 
phet of all, the Ereraal Son of Goa, and for this purpoſe 
did he Ere& his K/-gdom upon Earth, and appoint Stewards 
and Officers to Miniſter in it; And for this purpoſe were you 
Ordaized and Separated that you might carry on that great 
and charitable Work of Redeeming and Saving Mankind. 
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The Deliberate Conlideration ot this would excite in you 
al Eager and fe vens Delire to have as Qreata Share as You 
could 1n this mott charitable and God-like Undertaking,” 

The A224 of Chrilt was erected in Oppoſition to the 
Kingdom ot Sathan, who is (tiled in Scripture the Prixce of 
this World ; Your Bulineſs is to Regjt and Conntermine him 
and all his Stratazems. This you cannot do but by the faith: 
ful Diſcharge of that 'Truit which is repoled in you as the 
Servants of Chrilt in adminiſtring and promoting his Ki'g- 
aom. 

And here I muſt charge upon you, That you deliver faith. 
fully the whole Lav of Chritt, by which the Charch is to be 
Iaftrutted, Edified and Governed, 

The Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom comprehend not only the 
eternal and immutable Laws of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, 
but alſo ſome poſitive and ral inſtances which Chriſt him- 
ſelt imtizuted here upon Earth jor the neceſſary. condut and 
management of his A/z2a0m. 'Thele are the Two Sar 
ments of Baptiſin and the Lora's Supper. The firſt is the 
Rite of [z1riarion or Aamilſ:0u into the Church of Chriſt. 
The tecond is the Rite of Communion or Fellonjbip with Chriſt 
10 his Church, whereby Baprz/ea Perſons, by the D:ftribution 
and Reception of Bread and Wine, conſecrated in Memory of 
the Death of Chrilt, are made Partakers of his Boay and 
tzlooa. 

Poth theſe are great and valuable Pricileges, and peculi- 
«r Rites or the Chriſtiau Religion, and you are intruſted 
with the lamziffraton of them. 

Theie have been moſt fcandaloutly and prophanely neg- 
;-cted by tome that pretend themſelves to be the Miniſters of 
Zarilt ; eſpecially that of the L27a"s Supper ; tor initead of 
:,v1iting and exhorting Chrittians to be Partakcrs at theLord's 
Fave, they have madeirt their great Endeavour to deter them 
tom it; 12 waich they dealt very nf aithfully with the Souls 
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of their Hearets ; for they vehemently inculcated the Dan- 
ger of unworthy Receiving, without acquainting them with 
the Panger of not Receiwr7g at all ; T his Omiyzon you mult 
be careful to Supply, ard io fer belore the People committed 
to your charge the 2a-22e7 on both hands ; tor certainly the 
prophane /Veg/etf in not Receiting, 15 as dangerous and damn- 
me as the Receiving «aworthily; tor as they are no Chriſtians 
who are not baptiſed tnto the Name of Chriſt, fo they are no 
2006 Chriſtians who neglect to partake of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt in the Lora's _— 
Theſe things you ſhould Preach and Exhort, and thereby 
few your ſelves faithful to your Lo!d and Maſter, whohas 
'ordained' theſe T'wo Sacramerts to be perpetually uſed and 

adminiſtred in the Church until his coming again. 
For which: purpoſe as there is in every Church a 7 exr for 


Baptiſm, {o there isa part of the Church, very convenient and 


proper, and generally fitted and prepared for the Celebration 
of the Lord's Supper, which we call the Chaxce/. Here the 
Communion-T able may be placed, and the Communicents Rc 
je, with greater Order, Decency and Conventeace for Levoti- 
on, than in the Boay of the Church, and the Seazs there. 

I doubt not but you, My Brethren, are {enfible of this and 
fatisfied in it, finding great zconverience in Conlecrating in 
{o ſtrait a place as an Ay of the Church, and delivering the 
Bread and Wine in narrow Seats, over the Heads, and trea- 
ding upon the Feet of thoſe that Knee]; When by removing 
into the Charcel at the time of that Solempity, every ore may 
Kneel without diſturbance, and receive with caſinels, and ice 
the whole Office pertormed. 

This is ſo proper and fo becoming, thar one cannot but won- 
der, that the Pariſhioners in any place ſhould be averteto re- 
ceive the Sacramect in this Order, and that Redors as well 
Impropriate as Propriate, ſhould not take more care to fit their 
Chancels for this-purpoſe, butthat ſome lic wholly d:ſuled, in 

more 
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more naſtie manner than any Cottager of che Pariſh woulq 
keep his own Houſe : Others are imployed for keeping 
School, by reaſon of which, the Seats, Pawvemez!, and Win. 
cows are commonly broken and defaced, not to mention 
other rudeneſſes and undecencies which are not fit to be per- 
muttec in a place ſet apart for God's Worſhip. 

But the Rea/oz that ſome give (as I have been informed) 
why they except againſt the uſe of the Chaxcel at the time 
ot Celebrating the Lords Sapper, is ſtill more to be won- 
dred at ; They fay it is Popery, and that Vhaiſters that uſe 
their Chancels for this office are Popiſhly inclined : But why 
Popery? Is it becauſe the Romiſh Prieſts betore the Refor- 
mation made uſe of the Chance! to ſay Mais? So they uſed 
the Yody of the Church to perform other parts of the Popiſp 
Service, and for that Reaſon they may as well except 
again(t the uſe of the Church for Reading the Scriptures and 
Preaching, as againſt the uſe of the Chancel for Admini- 
ſtring rhe Communion ; and there want not thoſe who 
carry the Argument (o far as tocry down the ule of Churches 
in general ; But how weak and how unreaſonable is this? 
Whar if the Pooiſh Prieſt ſaid Mzſs at the Altar in the Chas- 
cel, may not the Miniſters of the Church of England for 
that reaſon perform the Communion SErvice there without 
the Imputation of Popery ? If there be any Popery it mult 
be in the Communion Office, and it that have any thing of 
Popery in it, why do they receive the Communion in the 
; Church? If it have not, why may they not receive it in 
the Chancel? For there cannot be Popery in the Fabrick, 
nor in the Seats, or Table; it muſt be in the Office, or no 
where ; and one may ſafely affirm that no Man can prove 
it to be there. | IA 

But the uſe of the Chance! for the Communion Service is 
ſo far from being Popery, that the Papiſts, and Popiſh Im- 


propriators in England permit the Chancel, where they are 
| concerned 
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concerned, to lie the moſt diſorderly and ruimous of any 
other, as I my felt have ſeen in ſeveral places; th&are not 
careful to repair or c/ear them ; nor can they be brought to 
contribute to the Reparation of Churches, but by meer com- 
pulſion, and they would be well enough fatisfhied to fee all 
the Chancels and Churches in England lye in Rats, for this 
would be the molt certain way to overthrow the Reforma- 
tion and bring 1n Popery, which being planted again by Au- 
thority would ſooner oblige that Party to rebuild the Churches. 
This I thought not improper to mention, concerning this 
matter, upon this occaſion. 

But to return to Preaching ; under this Head I compriſe 
Catechiſiag, which was an early PraQtiſe in the Church of 
Chriſt, and of great uſe for the Inſtrufting of the younger 
fort, and prepare them thereby both for Confirmarioa, and 
Receiving the Holy Communion. Tt you contult the LIX. 
Canon, you will ſee that you are bound to this Duty of C4- 
techiſing, under the Centures of ſharp Reproof fr ; and 
upon willingly affending again of Saſpeaſio2 ; and upon the 
contemptuous continuance in the neglect of ir, of Excommus- 
nication. So careful and fo concerned has the Church been in 
this method of 1a/trut#ion or Preaching. 

But a ſincere and well-defigning Man would chearfully 
diſcharge this Duty though there was no Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
fare to 1nforce it ; tor he would conſider that as the time of 
Touth is 'the moſt proper time to begin I-/truttion, ſo Ca- 
techiſing is the moſt proper way to inſtrutt them in Religion ; 
[tis the Age in which they: learn Arts and Sciences, and 
bow do they learn' them, but by the frequent and familiar 
Inſtruftions of their Maſters, examining, repeating, inculca= 
ting, and explaining, as there is occaſion and capacity for 
it! Afﬀer the ſame manner muſt they be taught the Priz- 
ples of Religion which are contained in the Catechiſm; Tt 
1s not ſufficient that they Repeat the Words by Heart, but 

| they 
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ould be taught the meaning alio; and this cannot be 

by explaining the ſeveral Heads more copioully, 

and in the moſt ecaſie and familiar manner ; And he that is 
ſenſible of this, and of the Duty that he owes to the Childrey 
of his Pariſh, as well as tothe eldzr fort, would no more fail 
to Catechiſe than he would to Preach; for he knows that he 
ought to Feed as well with 1k, as with ſtrong Meat, and 


es a Faithful Steward, to give the Chtlaren, as well as the 
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\ reſt of the Family their proper and * proportionable Diet. 


And here I may hitly take occaſion to acquaint you, That 
I wouid not willingly Confirm any Children but ſuch as 
have been Inſtructed in the tore-mentioned manner, and 
{luch as you your ſelves believe to have a comperent Know- 
ledge of the Principles of Chriſtianity; This Knowledge 
mult not be meaſured by their 4ze, nor by their ready utrer- 
ance of the Words of the Catechiſm, but by their capacity 
and ability to anſwer ſuch Quettions, and to render ſuch an 
account of their Faith, as, you may hope, proceeds from a 
rizht Apprehenſion, and true Underſtanding ot the Sexſe of. 
the Catechiſm. And theretore I mult earneltly defire you * 
to take more than ordinary Pains, before the times of Cox- 
{irmation, and that not only in the Church, but, if need be, 
at your own Houſes allo, to examine and inſtruct the riper 
ſorr, chat they may know what they are to do, and what 
they undertake at their Coxfrmation; and to give mea Note 
of the Names of ſuch as are ſo qualified and prepared ; and 
for the- younger and more ignorant, it 15 belt to adviſe 
them to ſtay till another opportunity. _ 

There are other ways and merhods of Preaching, (as it 
may in a general Senſe be called) namely, private Exhor- 
ratioa and Admoaition; Reſolving Doubts and Caſes of Con- 
ſcience; Comfortiag the afflicted; Furniſhing the Poor 
with Bibles and other good Books; direfting the Richer 


fort what Boos to provide for their own uſe, and the m 
YE 
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of their Familpes, of which (God be thanked) this Age has 
produced many 3 Giving, or Lending 4#o all forts of Di/- 
enters (there'being no other way of preaching to them ) 
ſuch Books as have been writren on purpoſe to prevail 
with them to return to the Communion of this Church ; 
particularly the Quakers, whoſe groſs Errors and Blaſphemys 
have been aerefFed and confuted fo plainly by a late learn- 


ed * Writer, thac if they be ſo ſincere as they generally * auto: ot 
pretend, they will be obliged to rezource them. Not that '®* _ ut 


'this can be expeRted from the Leagers of that Party ; they 
have Ends to ſerve in the Condudtt of that deluded People 
that will ingage them to adhere; notwithſtanding Confuta- 
tion and Conviction too; But I hope the Simple and well- 
meaning may be brought to ſee their Errors, and forſake 


$7 ive 


them, if the (6) Books of this Author were put into their 5 Satan dit: 


hands, and that they could be prevailed with to read them, 
or to hear them read. 


robd. 
6b Infticution 
of Water- 


Before I leave this Head of Preachiag I mult remind you Baptiſm. 


of a particular gr—m_ you have, and a very advantage- 
ous one, of performing ſome parts of this Duty ; whichis, 
at the Viſitation of the Sick; for which there 1s a particu-. 
lar Office appointed ; In this, the Exhorta'ion 1s pr pro- 
per and ſerious, and the Collefts very affetting ; and if it 
be performed whileſt the Sick Perſon 1s wy of hear- 
ing, wnder(t anding, and joyning in it, may be of great uſe 
and Benefit ; But either the Sick Perſon or the Relations 
are generally too negligent in giving #:mely notice, ſo that 


it has not always that good Effect which otherwiſe it | 


might; But when it is known that People are ſick, 
they ought diligently to be wiſired, that when they have 
lealt abilitiy of their own, by reafon of their Weakneſs or 
Pain, or ſear of Death, or puniſhment after Death, they 
may be ſ#ccoured and aſiſted by the help of others; This 
is the time when the Devil, the malicious and watchful 
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Enemy of our Salvation, has great opportunity of terhpt:- 
ing and deceiving Men, either by Preſumption or Deſparr ; 
this therefore is an apt time for you to ref him, and 
ro reſcue the Souls committed to your Care under {6 
great a Danger ; Beſides, this Office duly performed ma 
be of good uſe not only to ſick and dying Perfons, but alfo 
to Relations and Viſitors, who may happen to-be preſent, 
and to the Miniſter himſelf; who, if he have a ſerious 
Sence of things cannot but improve himſelf in diſcourſing 
with Perſons in that condition'.z upon all which accounts 
this Office ought not to be negleCted. 

And here I conclude what I thought fit to ſay con- 
cerning Preaching, which if you would purſue thorough 
all the forementioned inſtances of it, with a ſincere and 
honeſt heart, and a fervent deſire of doing all the good 
you can, you would contribute to the upholding of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt in this Age of Atheiſm, Infidelity, 
'and Licentiouſneſs. 

I ſhall now conſider one other Office with which you 
are intruſted as you are M»i/ters of the Church of England, 
in whieh you are highly concerned to be faithfel, and that 
1s the Office of Matrimony. 1am ſorry there arefo many in 
this Church, and ſome in this Droceſe, who abuſe their 
Truſt in this Matter. It is fo preſumptuous, and ſo; perf- 
_ <dions a prattice, that it cannot be cenſured too ſeverely. 
Shch as can be tempted for a little Sum of Money, .or 
a'greatone, to marry any Perſons that reſort to them, with- 
*out the - Pabliration of Barns, or Lrcenſe:duly obtained, or 
with Licence at «ncanonical Hours, andin'a Clandeſtine Man- 
'ner, ether in their own Houſes, or in-their Churches, arc 
not'Hit to be intruſted with ſuch a Power ;, They do- an #le- 
gal and wncanonical AQt knowingly and willfully, which 
they that'/have any ſence of their CharaQer, -and Truſt, 
'and-Duty to their Supertours, 'woukd not-do : Eſpecial, 
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ſuch as dare preſume to marry thoſe whom they know, 
or have reaſon vehemently to ſuſpect to be either ſtolen, or 
not to have the conſent of Parents, Guardians, or Friends ; 
Theſe are the Peſts and Shame of our Profeſſion ; Their 
Greedineſs of Profit has debauched their Conſciences, and 
they have no feeling of their own Wickedneſs, nor any 
regard to the many evil Conſequences that attend this 
practice ; as, the Ruine of the Branches of Noble Familys ; 
Diſquieting Parents and Relatives, and alienating their 
Aﬀections, Incouraging Diſobedience in Children; and that 
which 1s indeed the leaſt to be lamented, expoſing them- 
ſelves to Ignominy, Contempt and Puniſhment; not to 
mention, what has ſometimes happened, /egitimating, as 
much as in them lyes, Inceflwow Mixtures. One would 
think that no conſidering Man of Conſcience and Pro- 
bity, could be prevailed upon for a preſent Benefit ro drive 
on ſuch a pernicious and diſhonourable Trade, and perliſt in 
it, with defyance of all Admonition, Cenſure, and Puniſh- 
ment. This I could not forbear to fay out of that jatt In 
dignation I have to this moſt treacherous and impudent 
Practiſe. 

Thus having ſhewed you how ſizcerity of Heart, which 
is that Qualification which our Saviour preferred in-choof- 
ing his Apoſtles, would diſpoſe you to the due and regu- 
lar performance of all the Offices of your Holy FunCtion ; 
I ſhall now ſhew you how neceſſary this Qualification is 
for the Conduct of your Lives and Converſations. 

Sincerity would In Sage us to live agreeably to our Do- 
Frine; which if we do not, our Preaching would be little 
regarded, ſo that our Miniſtry would be 1n a great mea- 
lure ineffeftual, and — Men that behold the 
evil Converſation even of good Preachers, will be apt to fey 
that either they do not belzeve the DoCtrine they preach,or that 


the Pradtice of it is not ſo neceſſary ro Salvation as -they 
D 2 repreſent 
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repreſent it; for they that preſs an holy Converſation up- 
on others, in order to the /zv1zg of rheir Soules, one would 
think, if they meant lincerely, would not be negligent, by 
the ſame way, ro /ave their o72; fo that they mult necel- 
ſarily fall uncertlte cenſure of being either u«farhful Guides, 
or !{incere PFelievers. ; 

Thoſe keene Expoſtulations of St. Pa! direed to the Ju- 
daizing Chriſtians at Rowe, as they could not fail to con. 
vince, or conjozzd thoſe Ottenders, fo they and others of the 
like nature, may be made uſe of to the ſame purpoſe, to ſuch 
Preachers of the Golpe], as walk not according to the 
Goſpel. Romans 2G. 21. Thoa that teacheſt another, teacheſt 
thoa not thy jlf? Thou that preacheſt 'a man ſhould not ſteal, 
doeſt thou ſteal ? T hou that ſayeſt aman ſhould not commit Adul- 
zery, doeſt thou commit Adultery? Thou that abhorreſt Idols, dceſt 
thog commit Sacriledze ? $0 St. Paul. To which, if we add, 
'Thou that preachelt che Laws of Purzty, and Temperance, 
and Righteoufneſs, and' Peace, and Charity, and Humility, 
and Pazence, and Ovzazence, &c. Art thou guilty of Unclean- 
neſs, or Exceſs, or Injuſtice, or Covetouſneſs, or Contention, 
or Pride, or Reſiſtance of Authority ? What Reply could 
the Offenders make ? 1t they do not preach theſe DoQtrines, 
they neglect to z»-//ruc# Men in their Duty; and if they doe 
preach them, and doe nox lead their Lives accordingly, they 
tail in their Praiſe; So thar they who miniſter in holj 
things, and lead «rho Lives, arethe molt ſelf-cenvictedand 
ſelf-condemn'd Nien 1n the World ; "They have nothing to 
lay for themſeives, becauſe they do not onely kzow their 
Luty, but prr{zage to the Prattiſe of ir, and yet doe not 
prattiſe it themſelves. They Reprehend thoſe Vices in others, 
1m which they iadaige themſelves. They tell Men they 
ſhall be 4:-aned for committing thoſe Sins which they 
themſelves commit. How inconſiſtent, how inſincere, and 
«far coeab.e is ths? 


But 
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But this is not all; The Minitters of Chriſt are bound' 
nor onely to live according to the Laws of Chriſtiamty in 
gencral But they have a Law of their own, a Law pecu- 
2r to the Officers of Chriit's Kingdom, by which they 
are obliged” to a ſtr:&neſs and d:corum ſuitable to that Rela- 
tion. St. Paul has deſcribed the Particulars in his Epitles 
to Timothy and Titvs, and accaſiqnally 1n other places, 
as St. Peter alſo has done. There you may ſee by whar 
meaares you are to goi ern your ſelves, and your Famiys, 
with reſpe& to your Office and Character: Thele indeed, 
were Men of the highelt Station and Authority in the 
Church, but the Ixferiour and Subordinate as well as the 
Superiour are menticned and deſcribed, and the Rules are 
much the ſame for both. I {hall not need 10 tranſcribe 
them; it is a Mirroir you have in your own hands, and 
you wy look daily 1ato it, and compoſe your Converſa- 
TORS It, 

If1 ous ſingle any Particulars of thoſe many Offences, 
which the Miniſters of the Goſpel of all Ranks are there 
directed to avoids it ſhould be thoſe of publick Scandal; 
net that theſe are in their own Nature Sins of greater Ma- 
lzxity than ſome others there mentioned, but that the 
Conſequences may be worle, and the Janominy greater. 

As for inftance, Intemperance, which is one of the per- 


talars mentioned by * St. Paul, as it 15a Sin that diſco- * Tim. r. 3c, 
ers it ſelf more openly than many others, ſo- there is no | 
uh wigoivoy 


cher that renders a Clergyman more r4azculous and con- 


3, 
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{mptible, for which reaſon, 1t no other, it ought carefully *..,, . 
to be avoided ; Bur it inſcQs the Neighbourhood too, 3.7... 
and they that like it are the more incouraged to practiſe * Bier 
It by the example and conver/a/ion of their Preacher, which 
increaſes the Scandall. But though the Scanaall be very. 
great where the Guilt is manifeſt, and that the Offenders 
cannot be too ſeverely cenſured, yet if they be but tew, as. 
I 
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I hope they are not many, in compariſon of the great Body 
of the Clergy, the whole ought not to be reproached for 
the misbehaviour of thoſe tew: Let the Scandall lye in 
its own place, and there let the Offenders be puniſhed 
by all the Penaltys Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; But God for. 
bid that the i»»ocext ſhould ſuffer with the guilty, as they 
do too often, by the uncharitable and malicious hint;, 
Szggeſtions, and groundleſs Storys of thoſe that are their 
Enemys, becauſe they demand their . Dues, and rel then 
the Truth; An apparent offence of this nature in one 
Man has been known to occaſion the cenſure of many, 
eſpecially of thoſe who do not abridge themſelves the 
freedome of Converſation with one another, being not 
conſcious to themſelves of any unworthy aefezxe or pratfice 
by ſuch Converſation ; and yet even in this it mult be ſaid, 
that there is regard to be had to 7ime and place and other 
Circamſt ances; {0 ſtritt and nice are the meaſures,: by which 
the Clergy are to govern themſelves. 


* Tim, 3. 8. If I ſhould inſtance in another {candalous Sinne men- 
4 645 x8% tioned by St. Paul, which is * Covetouſneſs, T know I ſhould 
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gretify ſome Men who are apt to accuſe the Clergy too 
commonly in this Matter ; but very unjuſtly ; for I think] 
may truely ſay that there is no Profeſ#on of Men, or at 
jeaft I know not any, that, in the common Body of them, 
are freer from this Sin then the Clergy are ; inſomuch, that 
the greater number of them, it may be, ſtand in need of 
Advice to be more proviaent, conſidering their ſmall Incomes, 
and the great Payments with which they are conſtantly bur- 
thened, and at ſome times #«»juſtly oppreſſed ; But true it 
is, that all cannot be excuſed, and it muſt needs be ſaid, 
that ſuch as are really guilty in this matter, are highly [car- 
dalow. How anbecoming and reproachful 1s it for thoſe who 
ought, above all others, to have their Converſation in Hea- 
ven, as being the Preachers of that DoCtrine, which was = 
veale 
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vealed from Heaven, and leads to Heaven, and that.expet 
their Rewards for ſo Preaching in Heaven, to mind earthly 
things immoderately, and ftudy and praCtiſe that M/:/aom 
which is earthly ? Such as they that are i/atiably greedy in ac- 
quiring and heaping up Preferments, or ſord/d and penu- 
rows 1n the uſe of thoſe they injoy, or incumber themſelves 
with the ſecular Affairs ot other Perſons, imploying a great 
part of their tyzxe and /aboar in worldly Concernments, which 
ſhould be imployed in the proper Buſineſs of their Fua- 
ion. 

And here I cannot but take notice of one Inſtance of 
Covetouſneſs which I take to be very wwworthy and ſcanaa- 
low, which is 'not allowing Carates a meet and competent 
Maintenance agreeable to their Education, Charatter, and 
the occaſion of their Expences, What a wile and ſordid 
thing is it 'for Men of great Preferments to cheapen Curates, 
and contratt with them for 20, or 25, or 3o 4. per any. 
(for they ſeldom: exceed that proportian, calling it a 
Competency) when according to the value of their Eccle- 
faſtical Incomes they might make it double to that? Then 
they might be provided of more ſufficient Curates then 
ſome of them are. This-is a very ſcandalous Practiſe, and 
makes ſcandalous Curates. 

I ſhall not-proceed to inſtance in any other: particulars of 
Scandall, theſe 2 of Intemperance and Worldlymindeane(s be- 
ing the moſt ſcandalous, as being the. moſt -expoſedand viſible 
where-they are,pratiſed. / | 

But though the . Scaxaall in both be very great, - the Scan + 
dalous are not {o.numerous as ſome ill-principled and evil- 
minded / People, who are prone | to cenſure at randome, 
would repreſent them to be. :Goed ;be thanked that. it 
may be affirmed truely, that the Clergy:of the 1 Church , of 
England in general, are not only good Preachers, but ſin- 


cre and good Men, and the freedowe which ſome are apt 
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to accuſe them of proceeds not from vicious Tnclinations 
but from an abhorrence of Hypocr1ſ). 

I ſhall add no more to what I have ſaid concerping 
your Behavioar, and Converſation, but onely this, that 
though the Rales be more, and ftrifer relating to the Cler. 
gy,than to Chriſtians in general, yet thoſethat are ſincere wil 
make it their Endeavour to live up to them ; Szcerity be. 
ing a Principle that will not permit a Man to /bift off. any 
Duty, whether a&#/ze or paſſive, ' thou .h. never ſo had 
which 1; laid upon him by God, or which he lays upon 
himſelf; for which reaſon, as I told you at the beginning, 
our Saviour made choice of honeſt upright Men, as the 
moſt ſuitably qualified to he the Offers of his Kingdom, 
And here it may not be improper to ſuggelt to you, 
That this Principle of Sinceriry would prevent a great ma- 
ny Failings and misbecoming Practices in ſome of rhe C lergy, 
which though they ſeem not of ſo great Maligniry as thoſe 
I have mentioned, yet ought to be taken notice of, and 
regulated, 

One 1s concerning the ſubſcribing Teſtimonials. of ſuch 
apply themſelves for Orders or Inſtitutions, in which, to 
my own Knowledg, ſome of the Clergy of this Dioceſe have 
been too eaſe ; and though they may call it Charity, it is 
a great miſtake ; for by this means the Biſhop, who can 
know nothing of the Converſation of Men, but by the 
Teſtimony of thoſe who do know, is often deceived, and 
ſo unworthy Men creep into Orders, to the diſhonour of 
their holy Profeſſion ; which indeed is to be charged up- 
on the «»faithjulneſs of thoſe that ſer their hands to Tefi- 
monial;, cither blindly, having no knowledg of the Perſon; 
or falſly, knowing; that he is not worthy of the Character 
they give ol him. 


To 


(33 ) 
To.which yy, be.added that of granting inſufficient, «nr 
e 


canonical, and falſe Titles to Curates, when thoſe that grant 
them never intend to1mploy them as Czrates, or to contri- 
bute.to their Mainterance, but only to give them an oppor- 
runity, of entring_ into Orders, and then let them ſhyfz tor 
themſelves; and indeed this has occaſioned a great deal of 
ſbiſting, ſome being forced to take up with mean and poor 
conditions and ways of Livelihood, and others wandring a- 
bout for Imployment, and. even craveing, Charity, to the 
eat contempt and diſhqnour of their Profeſſion. . 
' Another Failing 1 ſhall inſtance in, is the not Repairing 
timely, the Chancels and Baildings belonging to. Refforys 
and Vicarages ; by reafon of which Neglect fuch Buildings 
become {0 h" 4 Jacy' that. the yearly Profics of the Bene- 
fice cannot ſuffice. for the Charges of the Reparation, and 
that which renders this neglect more miſchievous, is, that 
fuch Dilapidators many times die inſolvent, and fo leave the 
whole Burden of the Repair upon the Succeſſour, which if 
he undertake to do fubttantially,as he ought; hemult live,ve- 
ry inconventently in the mean time. Now what honeſty is 
there in'this for a Man to injoy the whole Profits of a Be- 
nefice, it may be, for many years, and by neglecting to re- 
jaire the Edifiges belonging to it, leave; an unſupportable 
Chargs to a Succeſſor who mult be forced to expend Mo- 
neys 1n FEPAININS before he receive any Profits ? | | 
The like Prejudice happens to Succears in another in- 
lance, in which many Clergymen are cu/pable; which is 


the neglect of paying Texths, Penſions, Procurations,” and 


other Dates. chargeable, upan. their Prefermients, I amſen- 
{ible that the Clergy cannot receive their own Dues in ſome 
places, though they proceed fairly and legally to recover 
wang  Nowy delays and hes my w uſed in this caſe ; how- 
ver, ney cannot amwer tie ve2/ect of paying the fore- 
mentioned Dues, both as it's $ Chriſtian Duty to render to 
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el their Dwes, and as they are lyable by the negle& to very 
great Penalties 

' I have been much troubled to obſerve fo great an 4r- 
rear of Tenths in this Dioceſe, where it is my Duty tocol. 
let them. It is my earneſt Defire that for your own Inte. 
reſt and Reputation you would haſten the payment of the 
preſent Arrear, for which purpoſe I ſhall appoint one in m 
Viſitation to receive them, and give Acquittances, which 
may be of ſome eaſe to you: and for the future, T muſt 
adviſe you to make more timely and panitual payment. The 
negle&t of this has run ſome Benefices into ſo great an Ar- 
rear, that Clergymen are diſcouraged from taking Inſtite- 


tion to them, ſo that they continue ſeveral Years under Se. 


weftration, in which ſtate, the Church and other Building; 
om dilapidated, the Tythe 1n a great meaſure unpaid and 
loft, the Gleab untilled and purloyned, the Patrons Rizht 
of Preſenting extinguiſhed, and the Benefice at laſt turned 
into a ſine cure. So great a miſchief has been occaſioned, 
only by the negle& of paying Tezths in due time. Cart and 
Hone#ty would have prevented this. 

Another Negle&, with which I ſhall conclude, is that of 
not Reſiding upon Benefices ; which is an Omiſſion of very 
ill Conſequence, and occaſions great Complaint, Not: only 
the Canons of Gezeral Councells, but the Provincial Canons 
allowed in this Kingdom, are very ftri7 in this Caſe, and 
' where they are not altered or limited by Sratute Law re- 
main in force, according tothe Opinion of many Learned 
Divines and Lawyers, though ſome are:of another Opinion; 
and the xli Canon of the Conveation in 1603, though it 
ſuppoſes Licenſes of Diſpenſation, for the keeping of more 
Benefices with cure than ore, yet it ordains many Reſtri- 
tions and Limitations, which, if they-were-duely obſerved, 
would prevent many of thoſe ill owngy er and Com- 
plaints of aor-reſidence; But Men have found out — 

or 
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for theſe m—_ with which, however they may /a- 
tif themſelves, they do not ſatwfie the plain deſign and 
meaning of the Canor,and Sincerity would Remedy the neg- 
| if the Law cannot. 

[have now no more to add, but only to deſire you fa- 
rourably to receive theſe Advices which proceed from that 
boneſt and ſincere Intention, which I have here recommend- 
4; And I beſeech Almighty God fo to impreſs them upon 
your Hearts, that I may ſee a good Effef# of them. Amen. 
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